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Above: Chinese built 141 class leads the first train from Hanoi to Saigon after the 1975 re
unification of Viet Nam.

Above: Unidentified French built 231 class leads a passenger train gingerly across a temporary
bridge. in colonial times.
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Cover: D12E644 leads a short tank train through Mao Khe
Station, Dong Trieu District in Northern Vietnam on a wet
day in 2001. Note dual standard/metre gauge track.
Photo:: "Marra Man" via Google Earth.
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From the Editor's
Desk

treating trains like some sort of 'mixed' service. This
goes completely against VNR's attempts to make the SE
services into a superior service by alowing passengers
to bring all manner of bags, cartons etc onto the train
when they should be stored in a baggage car.
The buses can do it so why not the trains? It's not good
enough to provide 'five star' accomodation and then let
passengers treat it like 1 star.
Having to fight your way past bags of rice, and cartons
of beer to get to your seat is hardly five star.
The 'service' doesn't appear to have changed much
either, despite the new uniforms.

And now for Issue 6.
Late I know, but hopefully full of articles that you will find
interesting and informative.
You may have noticed that this issue is labelled
December/March. As the issue was coming out in
March, didn't seem to be much point in calling it
December and trying to publish another issue called
March.
Now that I'm retired (yes I bit the bullet) I should have
more time to devote to the magazine and the Railways
In Vietnam website.
This year has not started well for the rail system, what
with senior management in trouble over trying to
purchase second hand rolling stock from China, the
destruction of the Ghenh Bridge, furthur delays to the
metros in Ho Chi Minh City and Hanoi and an increase
in accidents between trains and road vehicles.
The well publiscised "five star" upgrades to SE 1/2, 3/4,
5/6 and 7/8 have been introduced (see my report later
in this issue) and whether they are actually "five star" is
open to question at least from what I've experienced.
On my recent trip the toilet was just as dirty and awash
with water as in the past and the windows were just as
dirty.

The next issue (number 7) should be published on time
in June (fingers crossed).

LATE LATE LATE NEWS:
Dear Reader,
You may remember that last year I suffered from a minor
ailment which tended to slow me down somewhat.
That ailment was recently diagnosed as an enlarged
thyroid. This means I will be going into hospital in the
near future to have the offending part removed. I'm told
the operation is quite straightforward.
This matter continues to cause tiredness and shortness
of breathe even though I have retired, so the magazine
continues to run late and other plans I had have been
put on hold.
My apologies for this but hopefully matters will improve
after the operation.

One issue that always annoys me is that of passengers

COMING UP IN ISSUE No. 7
OF REUNIFICATION

EXPRESS*

* Bien Hoa Station
* Ghenh Bridge Update
* June Gallery

David Gurnett
Editor and Publisher
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Infrastructure

Sài Gòn Cut Off after Major Bridge Damage

On Sunday March 20 at around noon a barge loaded
with almost 800 tonnes of sand ran into the side of the
Ghenh Bridge, severing the main HanoiSài Gòn railway
line just north of Sài Gòn.

while a woman who fell into shallow water was able to
get herself out.
It was also feared that because the barge had ended up
upside down people may be trapped underneath.
A number of divers were sent from Sài Gòn but noone
was found.
Authorities later announced that noone had been killed
or injured.
The 223 metre bridge was originally built sometime
between 1902 and 1908 (sources disagree) and
commentators had been calling for it's replacement for
some time. (The line between Bien Hoa and Sài Gòn
was opened in 1904 so 190204 seems more likely)
Until recently motor vehicles had also been allowed to

The bridge crosses the Dong Nai River about two
kilometres south west of Bien Hoa Station and about 30
km northeast of Sài Gòn Station.
Several spans of the French built bridge plummetted
into the water.
Luckily no train was crossing the bridge at the time but
several motorcyclists were thought to have fallen into
the water.
According to news reports two motor bikes fell into the
water, with the riders being rescued by fishing boats,
ReUnification Express March 2016
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(Continued from Page 5)

moved by semitrailer to the Bien Hoa side of the river.
cross the bridge but luckily a new road bridge is now in
operation.
Despite the new road bridge, the bridge was still being
used by motor cycle traffic.
Trains coming from the north had to be terminated at
Bien Hoa and passengers were ferried to Sài Gòn by
bus. This arrangement will continue for the foreseeable
future until the bridge is temporarily repaired, currently
forecast as sometime in July.

VNR has also agreed to run a train shuttle service from
Sài Gòn station to the southern side of the river, the
intermediate stations being upgraded and Bien Hoa
being upgraded with additional storage so that trains
can terminate there.
The temporary train services are due to commence on
April 15. There is a suggestion that these services may
continue after the bridge has been repaired as a sort of
outer suburban service. Not before time I would have
thought.

The Government has given VNR until July 15 to reopen
the line, but is encouraging the company to try to get it
open earlier.
In the meantime a number of carriages have been

Continued on Page 30
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MORE IMAGES OF
THE SECOND Sài
Gòn STATION
It's amazing what you find when you do
a bit of digging on the internet.
The image on the left shows the station
as new (it's labelled the new station),
while the photos below show it at later
dates. The bottom image shows the train
station and the Benh Thanh bus station
(bottom middle). Must have been taken
around 196870. The bus station is still
there of course, but the station is long
gone, replaced by a very pleasant park.

ReUnification Express March 2016
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STATIONS
building is in very good condition.
Nha Trang is a popular holiday/resort city with very nice
beaches and is particularly popular with Russian tourists
because of the direct flights from Russia. It is also part of what

NHA TRANG
Nha Trang Station is situated on the main northsouth railway,
approximately 1315 km south of Hanoi and 411 km from Sài
Gòn Station.
The line bewteen Nha Trang and Thap Cham was opened on
April 1, 1912, but the line going north to Danang wasn't

was the Cham Kingdom so there are plenty of monuments to
look at.
My personal experience was that they didn't seem to be
enjoying themselves so much, but maybe it's cultural.

completed until 1936, the final piece of the 'Transindochinois'
Jigsaw.
The station is unusual in that it is situated on one side of a
loop, with trains enetering Nha Trang from the main line,
swinging around the loop and then proceding back out to the
main line (see google earth image on page 19). The main

Above: A war weary station building seen sometime in
1970.
Below: General platform view before the addiition of
platform canopies. Photo taken in 2014.
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Left: A very early view
of Nha Trang Station.
The historic Nha Trang
Cathedral can just be
made out in the
distance. Also note that
the station building
doesn't appear to have
any 'wings' , which
seem to have been
added quite late in the
station's history.
Below: The main
building at night and
the recently updated
platforms and added
platform canopies
opened 21.8.2015.

We're Looking For Contributions To This
Publication!!
In order to continue this publication any further than a hand full of issues,
we're looking for contributions from anyone who has an interest in the
railways of Vietnam, whether it be technical, model, historic, photographic
or travel related.
If you have experienced railways in Vietnam, or are interested in making
models, or just have a fascination for locomotives and rolling stock, we'd
love to hear from you.
You can write in English or Vietnamese. Vietnamese will be translated if
necessary.
Please send any contributions to :
reunificationexpress@gmail.com
9
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Long Bien Bridge
Strength and grace
First published No.5, Vol.2 May 2012 Vietnam Heritage
Magazine)
Vu Van Thuyen wrote this article in 2001 when he was
working for Vietnamese National Archives Centre I in Hanoi
Long Bien Bridge in the early 20th century.
Many articles in various publications** have acclaimed
Alexandre Gustave Eiffel, who designed the Eiffel tower, in
Paris, for having designed Long Bien Bridge in Hanoi. In
order to provide the public with a better understanding of the
bridge’s history, I would like to cite some more information
found at the National Archives Centre.
After having obtained control over Indochina, the French
focused on strengthening governance and started colonial
exploitation. In a report to the French Minister for the
Colonies on the first project of colonial exploitation,
GovernorGeneral of French Indochina Paul Doumer, in
office from 13 February, 1897, to 3 March, 1902, introduced
his idea of constructing a new system of railways, roads and
seaports in Indochina. Long Bien Bridge was included in the
program and was built at the time to meet the demand of
growing traffic, to solve the problem of crossing the Red
River in the flood season. It was a strategic bridge linking the
northern part and the southern part of Northern Vietnam. It
was also built to carry the railways that ran from Hanoi to the
VietnamChina border and from Hanoi to Hai Phong seaport.

10

GovernorGeneral Paul Doumer’s idea of the construction of
Long Bien Bridge faced opposition from a lot of sources.
‘Building a bridge over the Red River? That is crazy! It is like
putting mountains on top mountains to climb up to heaven.’
‘How can you build a bridge across such a wide and deep
river?’ Indochine hebdomadaire illustré(1) reported.
An article in Le Courrier d’ Hai Phong criticized Doumer’s
idea: ‘When thinking of building a bridge, people care about
what benefits it will bring and if it can span the river. [Paul
Doumer] does not bother to think of that. He pays no heed to
the ferocious currents of the Red River. He is completely
ignorant of the fact that very often this erratic river changes
its course. Yet, as anyone does, this man should know that the
river had no trouble wiping out the legation office in Hung
Yen Province; and people in Son Tay Province had to move
five kilometres further away from the river [because the river
changed its course]. He should be realistic enough to know
that on a good morning when the river changes it course,
people would see a bridge on the land, hundreds of metres
away from the waterside?’ This is citing Indochine
hebdomadaire illustré(2).
Ignoring all the criticism from the public, the tradespeople,
the colonists and the French government officials, Doumer
went ahead and decided for the 1,682metre bridge to be built
across the Red River.
On 4 June, 1897, the project got the official approval from the
Indochina GovernorGeneral. In November the same year a

ReUnification Express March 2016

tender was held with six participant companies, Société de
Construction LavalloisPerret, BaudetDaunon et Cie, Société
du Creusot, Société des Ponts en fer, Cie de FivesLille and
Daydé & Pillé tendering against one another. Each bidder was
to propose two projects, project A and project B. The
Indochina GovernorGeneral issued decree No 7111897, in
accordance with which a committee was founded to review the
projects. Mr Foures, Resident Superior of Tonkin, chaired the
committee(3). On 15 December, 1897 the Committee opened
tendering files to evaluate the technical advantages of each
project. The committee set up a technology department,
composed of Mr Renaud, head of the Transport and Public
Works Department, Mr Borreil, chief engineer in charge of the
construction of the railway which ran from Hanoi to the
VietnamChina border, Mr Josheph, commander of Public
Works, and Mr Poutet, commander of the Navy. Most of the
bidders proposed high prices and plain designs. Two
companies offered lowest prices, project A by Lavallois Perret
Company with 5,387,540.60 francs and project B by Daydé &
Pillé Company with 5,390,794 francs.

(5) choosing Daydé & Pillé Company, which had been
established on 31 December, 1885, in Creteil, France, as the
official contractor with the construction budget of 5,900,000
francs, after having altered some technical details.
On 12 September, 1898 a ceremony (6) was held to start the
construction of ‘the bridge of the century’ with the attendance
of government officials and the public from the neighbouring
region. Even though the time budget was five years, the
construction went quite smoothly, no obstacle in terms of
finance or workforce; consequently, the bridge was finished
after three years and nine months.
Three thousand local workers and about 40 French engineers,
experts and supervisors were employed for the construction of
the bridge. More than 30,000 cubic metres of stone and 6,000
tons of metal and a total capital of 6,200,000 francs(7) were
used, a little over budget.

Daydé & Pillé won after 15 days of evaluation and
consideration. On 30 December, 1897, the tender committee
proposed to the Indochina GovernorGeneral to adopt Daydé
& Pillé’s project. The reason the committee gave was,
‘According to the technology department, it is a strong bridge,
more graceful than that by Lavallois Perret. The difference of
3,253.40 francs is too small for us to sacrifice the technical
advantages of the project by Daydé & Pillé’. In addition, the
report by the Technology Department noted, ‘The design uses
modern and unique steel.’

On 3 February, 1902, Long Bien Bridge was completed. On 28
February, 1902, at 8.30 the Vietnamese King, Thanh Thai,
Indochina GovernorGeneral, Paul Doumer, and other officials
rode a train from Hanoi Railway Station to the bridge to open
the biggest bridge in Indochina. The bridge was named
Doumer, after the person who allowed the bridge to be built
and cut the ribbon. After the French withdrew in 1954 it was
renamed Long Bien. With its beauty and grandeur, Doumer
Bridge held the mandarins as well as the common people
stunned. As the speech by Nguyen Trong Hop in the grand
opening went, ‘The bridge resembles a dragon lying across the
water, a rainbow supporting the sky above, which dazzles the
eyes.’(8)

At the tender committee’s request, on 27 January, 1898,
Indochina GovernorGeneral Paul Doumer issued the decree

Following the inauguration of Doumer Bridge, the Governor
General’s decree No 953, issued on 28 March, 1902, allowed

ReUnification Express March 2016
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the HanoiGia Lam [Gia Lam is a outlying district of Hanoi]
railway route to come into operation from 8 April, 1902.(9)
In the beginning, the bridge was open only to trains,
pedestrians and small livestock. In 1922, it was upgraded and
in April, 1924, motor vehicles were allowed.
Today, information on the starting and completion time, and
the author of the bridge, can still be seen on a panel on the end
of the bridge, the side facing the downtown Hanoi. It reads,
‘18991902– Daydé & Pillé – Paris’.(10)
To those who suspect that Alexandre Gustave Eiffel designed
the bridge for Daydé & Pillé, I can say for sure that drawings
reserved in the Vietnamese National Archives Centres in
Hanoi were all signed Daydé & Pillé; second, at the time,
Eiffel himself had a construction company in Indochina,
which also participated in the tendering, under the name
Société de construction LevalloisPerret. His company was
involved in the constructing several bridges in Vietnam,
including the Ha Ly Bridge in Hai Phong and Ben Luc Bridge
in Ho Chi Minh City and some railway bridges in Hue.

Pose de la première pierre du pont sur le fleuve rouge 1898.
7. Decree on 13 March, 1902 by the superior General Paul
Doumer assigned the additional money invested in the project
of building a bridge across the Red River (Journal Officiel de
l' Indochine issue No 27 3 April, 1902, page 282).
8. Vietnamese National Archive IHanoi, RST, profile No
38723: Inauguration du pont Paul Doumer à Hanoi.
9. Vietnamese National Archive IHanoi, RST, profile No
7861: A/s de I’ouverture de I’exploitation de la section de
Hanoi à Gialam de la ligne du chemin de fer de Hanoi à la
frontière de Chine 1902.
* Vu Van Thuyen wrote this article in 2001 when he was
working for Vietnamese National Archives Centre I in Hanoi
** The same statements were cited in several recent articles
on Dantri.com.vn of 13 July, 2008, Giadinh.net.vn of 18 July,
2008, television channel VTV3 in October 2008, and Hà Noi
Cu?i Tu?n (Hanoi weekend) of 4 December, 2008.

Notes:
1, . Indochine hebdomadaire illustré, issue 184 on 931944.
3. Journal Officiel de l’ Indochine, issue No 91, on 15
November, 1897, page 878.
4. Quote from report No 2E 3 January 1898 by Résident
supérieur du Tonkin to the Superior General of Indochina.
Vietnam National Archive I, fonds de la Résidence supérieure
au Tonkin, profile No 6532: A/s de la construction d’un pont
sur le Fleuve rouge (pont Doumer) 1897 – 1898 (V? vi?c xây
d?ng m?t cây c?u trên sông Hong 1897 – 1898).
5. Journal Officiel de l' Indochine issues No 10 and No 11, 3
February and 7 February 1898, page 115.
6. The National Archive, profile No 80464: Fêtes données à
I’occasion de la réunion du Conseil Supérieur de I’Indochine.
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231500 Class
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December/March GALLERY

Above: D19E915 shunting (switching) at Thap Cham, March 2016. The locomotive had brought a freight
train in from the north and after some shuffling around would head south towards Sài Gòn.

Above: Staff member in new uniform checks the train before departure from Sài Gòn, 5.50 am March 2016.
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December/March GALLERY

Above: Typical French style water tank at Da Nang, formerly used by steam locomotives. The one at Song
Pha is almost identical.

Above: D19E911 ready for departure at Sài Gòn. Note white 'VNR' and 'D19E911' lettering, applied quite
recently.
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ROLLING STOCK

SE Refurbishment

Towards the end of 2015 Vietnam Ralways announced a
project to refurbish the 'permanent' SE Hanoi  Sài Gòn
passenger trains to bring them up to a standard similar to SE3
and 4 which had been refurbished earlier in the year.
The trains to undergo upgrade were SE 1/2, 5/6 and 7/8.

I had the chance to travel on one of these ugraded sets, in this
case SE6 and 7.
My understanding was that all toilets had been upgraded but
this was not the case, the old standing type toilets awash with
dirty water still being evident in some cars (to the surprise
and concern of some western ladies travelling on the train).

SE3/4 had been refurbished early in 2015. The upgrade
included new seats, beds, internal decoration, floors, toilets
and train crew uniform,s all at was claimed as a 'five star'
standard.
The refurbishment seemed to have been as a result of the
many complaints that were being experienced with regard to
the poor condition of the services, and the big drop in the
number of tourists using rail services in Vietnam generally.
As noted above, it was announced towards the end of 2015
that SE 1/2, 5/6 and 7/8 would be similarly upgraded. with
the trains in service early in 2016.
The ugrades were announced with quite a bit of fanfare in the
local press, with a figure of around US$3.5 million being
quoted as the cost of the refurbishment.
There appear to be some minor differences between the trains
operated from Saigon and those operated from Hanoi. For
example some uniforms are grey and the others blue.
Below: Train crew member models the new uniform at
Hanoi Station. Note high level platform.
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The new seats were comfortable but there was no tray table so
food trays had to be balanced on your lap and despite the new
uniforms good customer service still seems to allude some
staff.
Unfortunately while the interior has been significantly
improved, the outside continues to be fairly dirty and the
windows the same old grimy glass, making photography
difficult.
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MODELLING
Build a Vietnamese Supermarket

While most Vietnamese people still frequent the local market
(Cho) for their daily shopping, more and more are enjoying
the advantages of modern supermarket (sieu thi) shopping.
I was looking at a space on my N Scale Ga Hong Ha layout
and wondering what to put there.
What about a supermarket I thought? Every Vietnamese city
has at least one supermarket.
Ok. Which supermarket? There are a number of large
supermarket chains in Vietnam, Big C, CoopMart, Lotte Mart
and Maximart being just some.
My inlaws tend to shop at CoopMart so I decided that that
was the one I would build. Coopmart is also Vietnamese
owned, unlike some of the others( Big C is Thai owned I
believe, and Lotte Mart part of the huge Lotte group which is
Japanese/Korean owned).

I decided to build my supermarket out of card.
I have had some experience with this material before finding
it's easy to work with and cheap (often free).
I started by making a basic drawing of the image in my mind
after measuring the space. The basic shell was a simple card
box with one corner cut off and replaced with part of the
cardboard tube from a toilet roll.
I later found a photo I had taken of the one in Phan Rang, and
it proved that my memory was surprisingly accurate.
Of course I had to reduce the overall size so that it would fit
into the space on the layout.

I had in my head an image of the CoopMart in Phan Rang, so
I jumped on the internet and collected photos of different
establishments. Unfortunately they were all different, but
there were some things in common.
1. They were all part of a shopping complex, in other words
the supermarket was the largest shop.
2. Most seemed to have a Lotteria burger joint.
3. Many seemed to have a bookshop, often part of the Fahasa
(pronounced 'Fasha') chain.
4. The buildings were usually multistory and often had a
grand entrance with flags displayed at the top.
5. There was always space around the building for
motorbikes to be parked.
6. They sometimes had small food stalls outside the building.
7. They seemed to be predominantly blue and white.
8. There was an older company logo and a newer one.
9. Many had a round tower affair at the front as it's entrance.
ReUnification Express March 2016

I added flags to the roof but I think they are little big. I might
replace them one day. The building was built on a base to
make placement easier.
On the sides I added various posters including Lotteria and
Fahasa Bookshop. I got the signs from the internet. The main
door was download as a photo from a website which has lots
of images and textures and printed at the appropriate size.
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supermarket (cont'd)
'Planting' the building was quite straight forward. After the
base was glued to the baseboard it was tidied up with acrylic
paints.
I added some figures entering and leaving the supermarket,
and some motor bikes and bicycles.
Also added were some bollards at the entrance to stop cars
and motor bikes running into customers and a food stall
outside the supermarket.

Above: the actual CoOp Mart supermarket in Phan Rang. So
my memory was good, but not perfect.

The building faces the city people's committee building,
representing the strange combination of Socialism and
Capitalism which is Viet Nam.

My next model will be a market building based on that at
Phan Rang but smaller. I only intend to build the front facade
and then mount it against the backscene. It's too big to build in
it's entirety.

I have enjoyed constructing this model and hopefully it will
urge me on to other models.

Below: The VNR ebooking system is operating successfully and is now available in English. Unfortunately the
payment system is still only confined to payments with Vietnamese cards . I tried with my Australian Mastercard
before my recent trip but it didn't work. Maybe VNR should link up with PayPal or similar?

18
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GA NHA TRANG/Nha Trang Station

Locomotives

LOOP

Main Station
Building

Level Crossing
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RECENT NEWS
Female railtrack guards face abuse
Many female railway crossing guards in Ha Noi work
hard to make sure road users stay safe, despite the
hardships they face, Kinh te do thi (Economic and
Urban Affairs) newspaper reported.

density of vehicles driving through.
About 15 trains run through the level crossing per day. But
during Tet (Lunar New Year), the number doubles and trains
arrive at less consistent times, she added. "We have a lot of
work to do when Tet comes."
Dung said she has celebrated Lunar New Year's Eve at the
station 15 times during her 20 years of work.
"I often feel a mixture of happy and sad," she said. "Happy to
welcome in the first train of the Lunar New Year, but sad
because I'm missing the atmosphere of my family's reunion
when the New Year comes."
Truong Nam Long, head of the team, said she supervised 73
labourers, 51 of whom were women.

A female railway crossing guard closes a safety barrier at a
crossing on Giai Phong Road in Ha Noi. VNS Photo Truong
V.
Tran Thi Nhan, who has been a railway crossing guard for the
Ha Noi Railway Safety Barrier Management Team for a
decade, works from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. every day.
In Viet Nam, a railway crossing guard is a person who pulls
the safety barrier shut a few minutes before a train runs
through crossing to prevent the train from hitting vehicles.
The person then pushes the safety barrier back open when the
train is gone.

Although it's a hard job, railway crossing guards only receive
about VND3 million (US$133) per month.
In spite of the difficulties, both Nhan and Dung said they love
their job and are dedicated to it
They said their love grew whenever they warned someone
who wasn't paying attention about the arrival of a train or
saved a person who intended to commit suicide by standing
in the train tracks.

Feasibility study of LaosVN railway line
begins

Nhan said her job was not as simple as people assumed.

Last update 21:09 | 22/02/2016

"It requires us to guarantee safety for the train, other vehicles
and ourselves," she said. Nhan was hit by a truck in 2009
while trying to prevent it from hitting a train.

The transport ministry will conduct the feasibility study
of a 550kmlong railway line, linking Laos' Vientiane to
Vung Ang in Ha Tinh, Viet Nam,from December 2015 to
December 2017.

The Kim Lien A Rail Safety Barrier Station in Hai Ba Trung
District where Nhan worked was in a busy intersection
especially during rush hour.
It was normal to see people ignoring warnings from railway
crossing guards and trying to pass over the level crossing
when trains were coming, she said"Men shout or even
threaten to hit me when I pull the safety barrier to stop them
from passing," she said. "I don't know what to do but tell them
it's for the safety of everyone."However, they would continue
to shout at her, she said.
A colleague of Nhan, Nguyen Thi Kim Dung, is a railway
crossing guard with 20 years of experience. She said it's
always hard to close the safety barriers because of the high
ReUnification Express March 2016

The feasibility study of a 550kmlong railway line,
linking Laos' Vientiane to Vung Ang in the central Ha
Tinh Province of Viet Nam, will take two years.
The study will be conducted with a $US3million ODA
grant from the Korea International Cooperation Agency
(KOICA), with the aim of preparing a master plan and
providing capacitybuilding to the railway sectors of the
two countries.
The study will be divided into three phases, comprising
a sixmonth survey of the project, a oneyear feasibility
study and six months of finishing the study
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Recent Nrews (Cont'd)
The KOICA will hold two training courses, one in June
for training management officers and the other in March
2017 for training engineers
The Railway Project Management Board will be the
Vietnamese representative that will work with the
KOICA.

Railway official faces penalty for old
carriage purchase
Last update 16:16 | 27/02/2016
The Transport Ministry is considering disciplinary action
against Chairman of the Viet Nam Railways Corporation
(VNR) Tran Ngoc Thanh for failing to direct investment
research activities according to government policy.

The transport ministry and the KOICA had signed a
record of discussion to study the feasibility of the railway
line in October last year.
The Vietnamese section of the railway line from Vung
Ang in the central Ha Tinh Province to the VietLaos
Border Gate will be 119km long.
The railwayline will be an important link to the ASEAN as
well as the Greater Mekong River subregion.

Hanoi Railway officer dismissed for old
Chinese carriage purchase contract
Last update 10:15 | 04/02/2016
Minister of Transport Dinh La Thang yesterday
dismissed the General Director of Ha Noi Railway
Transport Company, Nguyen Viet Hiep, for failing to
comply with the Government's policy on the import of
machinery, equipment and technological lines used.
VN railway sector is very backward compared to other
transportation sectors.
Earlier, the Ha Noi Railway Transport Company,
announced that the Viet Nam Railway Corporation, its
mother company, had allowed the company to buy more
than 160 old train carriages from China's Kunming
Railway Department.
Of these, some 120 were manufactured 20 years ago.
The newest 12 carriages were 12yearsold.
Minister of Transport Dinh La Thang ordered the Viet
Nam Railway Corporation (VRC) to remove Nguyen Viet
Hiep from his post, saying that he and other relevant
staff had acted against the country's policies in
importing used machines, devices and technology.
He also asked the VRC to report and clarify the
responsibilities of relevant officers in the case.
The Ha Noi Railway Transport Company said the VRC
had given permission for the deal in mid 2015.
VNS

Photo vietnamplus.vn
The decision, announced by the ministry in a press release
yesterday, was made following its inspection of issues related
to the purchase and import of old train carriages from China
by the VNR.
Earlier, the Ha Noi Railway Transport Company, announced
that the VRC, its parent company, had approved the purchase
of more than 160 old train carriages from China's Kunming
Railway Department.
Of these, some 120 were manufactured 20 years ago. The
newest 12 carriages were 12 years old.
The transport company said the VNR had given its
permission for the deal in mid 2015.
An inspection by the ministry found that the VNR and the Ha
Noi Railway Transport Company as well as related agencies
had conducted a survey related to the purchase of the old train
carriages without permission from the Prime Minister or the
transport ministry.
Under the Prime Minister's directive approving the VNR's
development plan for the 20122015 period, it was only
allowed to invest in building new train carriages, not in
buying used ones, the ministry said.
The ministry also required the VRC to clarify the
responsibilities of the relevant officers in the case before
March 15.
Earlier this month, the transport ministry dismissed General
Director of Ha Noi Railway Transport Company Nguyen Viet
Hiep for failing to comply with the government's policy on
the import of used machinery, equipment and technology.

VNS
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opinions to make it sharklike or bulletlike similar to those
that travel on highspeed rails
.According to Thanh, the train was designed following the
train standard, which was equipped with ladders at emergency
exits for passengers to easily escape in emergency cases.\par
\par
The train is an urban public transport which should carry a
large number of passengers and its speed is only 35 kph.
Thus, to create maximum space to accommodate passengers
was the priority.
Making it more sharklike, the train would have technical
issues, blocking the sight of drivers and the emergency exits,
he added.
Thanh said the unit will suggest the Ministry of Transport set
up a committee to evaluate comments and decide what should
be changed.

Public gives Hanoi train feedback
Last update 06:10 | 26/12/2015
VietNamNet Bridge The public has suggested changing the
design and colour of the overhead train prototype for the Cat
LinhHa Dong urban railway project in Ha Noi, the Railway
Project Management Unit said.

He also said that the unit would consider switching to the blue
colour. Another design such as installing more grips for
standing passengers and using female voices for onboard
announcements would be considered and changes made if
necessary.

VNS

Photo shows the overhead train prototype for the Cat Linh 
Ha Dong urban railway project. It should have changes in its
design and colour, the public recommend. Photo: VNA/VNS
Le Kim Thanh, director of the unit, said that after one month,
the unit has received roughly 2,000 comments from the public
on the design of the trains.
The model train, manufactured by China's Beijing Subway
Rolling Stock Equipment Co,Ltd, will be among 13 trains to
run the rail route beginning at Dong Da District's Cat Linh
Street and ending at Yen Nghia Bus Station in Ha Dong
District
As many as 13 trains with a total value of more than US$63
million will be purchased if the model's design is completed.
Thanh said many comments were negative. About 36 per cent
showed their dissatisfaction on the look of the overhead train
and 32 per cent proposed changing its green colour. However,
they did not give any reasons or propose any changes.
For example, many opinions said that the green colour was
not beautiful and modern enough, and duplicated the colour of
a wellknown transport business
However, none gave any recommendations on a specific
colour to change to. Thus, there was no basis to say which
colour was the best.
There were comments on the train cover. It was made of
stainless steel to increase its longevity. As a result, there was
no need to paint the entire train, he said.In terms of the design
of the overhead train prototype, many have raised their
ReUnification Express March 2016

Last update 10:30 | 24/03/2016

South Korea is 4th country to invest in
Vietnam subway
VietNamNet Bridge  Following Japan, Germany and Spain,
the Korean government has begun to study the subway project
in HCM City
According to the HCM City Urban Railway Management
Board, through the Korea International Cooperation Agency
(KOICA), the Korean government has granted the city $5
million to conduct a feasibility report of the No. 5 subway
route, phase 2, which runs from Bay Hien intersection in Tan
Binh District to the new Can Giuoc bus station in Da Phuoc
commune, Binh Chanh district. It is 4.5 km long
Also, from February 2016 the Korean consultant firm Kexim
started feasibility studies of the project to build the subway
route from Lang Cha Ca roundabout in Tan Binh District to
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the Tan Son Nhat International Airport of more than 2 km
length, after the South Korean government approved $1
million for the research project.
Thus, South Korea is the 4th country to participate in HCM
City subway project.
Earlier, Japan granted ODA loans for Vietnam to invest in the
subway 1 route from Ben Thanh Market in District 1 to Suoi
Tien Park in District 9, with a length of 19.7 km. This project
is underway.
After that, Germany provided ODA loans for the subway
project 2, phase 1, from Ben Thanh Market to Tham Luong in
District 12. The construction of this route is expected to start
in 2017.
Spain also granted ODA loans to the subway project 5, phase
1, from Bay Hien crossroads in Tan Binh district to the Saigon
Bridge in Binh Thanh District. This project is about to be
submitted to the National Assembly for approval

HCMC seeks contractor for Metro Line
No 2
Last update 12:27 | 19/02/2016
HCM City is asking for the government's approval to
accept a new engineering procurement and construction
(EPC) contractor who would be responsible for moving
technical infrastructure for the Metro Line No 2 project.
Line 2 links Ben Thanh station in District 1 to Tham
Luong station in District 12 in the suburbs.

It was originally slated to be built from 2010 to 2018 at a
total cost of VND26.1 trillion (US$1.3 billion).
This amount included $540 million from the Asian
Development Bank (ADB), $313 million from the
German Development Bank (KfW), $195 million from
the European Investment Bank (EIB) and over $326
million from Viet Nam's reciprocal capital.
However, the project costs last year surged by 51 per
cent to $2.07 billion after design revisions. That amount
does not cover the Ben Thanh Station and its operation
and maintenance costs.
The city's Management Authority for Urban Railways
attributed the rise in costs to inflation, higher wages and
prices of materials and an increased workload.
Due to adjustments for site clearance and compensation
for construction of stations, work did not begin until early
last year on the section's final station and control
building.
The project is now expected to be delayed until 2019,
one year behind schedule.
Total Official Development Assistance (ODA) disbursed
from the beginning of 2015 until January 15, 2016
reached nearly VND108 billion ($4.8 million), and
Vietnamese reciprocal capital was VND8 billion
($360.000).

The city wants to look for a contractor while it adjusts the
plan for Line 2 to help save time and ensure the project's
schedule.
The HCM City Management Authority for Urban
Railways will submit its plan under a new bidding law
passed by the National Assembly on November 26,
2013 to the Government for approval.
The Ben ThanhTham Luong metro section is 11.33km
long.
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Hanoi Mockup
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Ho Chi Minh City Mockup
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Tourism
incense burners, representing the pagoda members who have
passed way over the years.
Very interesting are the carved alters which depict various
events in Chinese history.
There are also copper incense burners which were made in
1896.
The local Chinese community still maintains the pagoda and it
is still used as a place of worship.

On our recent trip to Viet Nam we spent a couple of days in
the Mekong Delta city of Can Tho.
Along the river front, opposite the river was this small but
beautiful Chinese pagoda.
It is called the "Ong Temple" or the "Kuang Tsao Assembly
Hall".

The main part of the temple is deicated to the worship of the
Kwang Kung diety. Alters for the worship of the God of the
Earth, the Celestial Queen Mother, the God of Finance and
the Honour Graduate Dong Vinh are also present.
There is also a Buddhist alter dedicated to the worship of Kul
Am Buddha which is quite simple compared to the rest of the
pagoda.

According to information provided inside the temple it was
buil towards the end of the 19th century (189498) by a local
Chinese community.
Most of the building materials were imported from China.
Hanging from the ceiling are a number of woven cone like

Can Tho is a city of about one and a half million people
situated on one of the Mekong River tributaries about three
and a half hours by bus from Saigon.
Can Tho currently has no rail connection but there are plans to
build a line from Sài Gòn, though nothing seems to have
happened as yet.
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TRAVEL
My Fourth Trip to Vietnam (Part 2)

After the excitement of our wedding in 2012 (see earlier issue)
my wife and I decided not to travel very far in 2013.What with
setting up a new household, work etc, we left it for another
year till we travelled again.
In Issue 4 I covered the first part of our trip and left you, dear
reader, sitting on the platform at Nha Trang Station in the heat,
so I hope you're still OK after all this time.

Away from the station we had a look at the unusual circular
market, as well as spending some time on the beach.
Nha Trang is popular with tourists mainly because of it's
beaches and the Vina pearl Resort situated on an

island.Another interesting spot is the unusual Nha Trang
Cathedral with it's many plaques dedicated to church
members who have died.
There is akso a Buddhist pagoda opposite the station with a
giant statue of the Buddha looking out over the surrounding
city.
After a couple of days in Nha Trang we returned to Phan

Rang. Another hair raising adcenture in a small bus with the
driver seemingly intent on breaking the Vietnamese land
speed record.
Back in Phan Rang we spent a day having a look around. We
had a look at some local sites including the relatively new
monument celebrating the arrival of North Vietnamese forces
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The tanks have painted on them destinations and distances for
various towns along the line.
on 1641975 and the very new Cham museum opposite. The
Cham museum was not yet open so we could only admire it
from the outside.
I understand that the actual opening was significantly delayed
as someone deliberately lit a fire in the building so repairs
had to be affected bfore it could be opened.

The day was actually very hot (not unusual for Phan Rang) so
we went and enjpyed the coolness of the nearby park and lake.
Later at Thap Cham we had a look at the water tanks above
the rail yard. I.m told that the bottom part of the tanks has
been used as prison cells at various times throughout their
history but I'm not really sure about this.
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The tanks are quite old appearing in photos taken in the
1960's and probably even earlier than that with their French
design certainly going back to colonial times. It's great that
the tanks have survived all this time and let's hope they
continue for a long time but preferably not as prison cells.

After visiting all the relo's we returned to Sài Gòn and had a
couple of days looking around before heading out to Ton San
Nhut airport and winging our way home to Sydney.
Below: Unusual covered van spied at Thap Cham. Looks very
old but in surprisingly good condition. Note the odd
arrangement of the trucks underneath similar to some old
vans.
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Above: For those who like to 'weather' their models. G03 type
covered van at Saigon.
Below: Ho Chi Minh City at night.

Above:Former site of the second Saigon Station, 21st of
September Park.
Below: Waiting.....waiting...waiting.....

Time to go home.....

New Style of Ticket
Introduced
An interesting surprise on our
recent Viet Nam trip was the new
type of ticket we received when we
booked our seats.
The previous tickets were
preprinted with the standard
information with specific
information printed at the time of
issue, while the new ones are totally
printed at time of issue. Additional
information includes passport/ID
number and the passengers name
presumably so that tickets cannot
be transferred.
Also added is one of those QR code
squares so you can scan your ticket
with a smart phone (if you have the
app). I'm wondering how long these
tickets will last. My expereinec with
similar receipts suggests that they
fade very quickly.
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(Continued from Page 6)

will be interesting to see how Vietnam Railways copes
with it's locomotives and rolling stock stuck in Saigon
and at the Di An workshops and the very limited facilities
on the Bien Hoa side.
No mention has been made of what will happen to
freight services but it is assumed freight trains will also
be terminated at Bien Hoa and freight will be taken into
Sài Gòn by road.
The incident highlights the very poor state of many of
the bridges on the main northsouth line and the lack of
alternative routes when something goes wrong.

Above: A very early view of the Ghenh Bridge.
After the accident, police immediately started looking
for the two man crew. The pilot and his offsider were
later found 150 kilometres away at 7.15 am the next
morning hiding in Can Tho and were immediately
arrested. The pilot could face up to 5 years in prison if
it can be proven that he was negligent.
In order to get the bridge operational, two supports and
several spans will have to be rebuilt.
Media reports have highlighted the confusion at Sài
Gòn Station after the incident, with foreign passengers
particulary affected. While notices were posted in
Vietnamese and English, announcements were only
made in Vietnamese.
Foreign tourists on trains coming from the north were
also confused because announcements were only
given in Vietnamese.
Sài Gòn is only a short bus ride from Bien Hoa but it
Below: The bridge in better days.
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SNIPPETS
Late last year the DSVN called for companies interested
in operating the Dalat to Trai Mat line to submit
expressions of interest. The line has been losing money
since the short (7 km) section of the former Dalat  Thap
Cham line was reopened after the end of the American
War.

one of the buildings. I would be interested to know
whether this would be regarded as squatting or whether
the VNR has basically abandoned the site (this seems
to be the case) ownership reverting to the local people.
If this is the case it would be even more interesting if
someone ever does attempt to rebuild the line.

There have been no announcements as to whether any
company was successful.
Despite losing money the train is quite popular with
tourists.

I spied this poster in front of the Opera House in Sài Gòn (Le
Loi St).
I don't think it had changed since the last time I was there 12
months ago. It denotes the Opera House underground metro
station. This is the first stop after Ben Thanh.

Our recent trip saw us return to Song Pha. Something I
hadn't noticed the last time I was there was the water
tower hidden in the the vegetation. The station is located
next to a small river so water obviously was taken from
there to ensure full tanks before the Abt rack climb
towards Dalat.
I took some other photos as well which you might see in
the next issue.
It was also interesting to see that people were living in

I was recently reading a copy of Continental Modeller
Magazine, a PECO publication, and spied an ad for various
kinds of PECO model track.
One style looked very familiar. It was an unusual kind of
track used all over Vietnam, you know the one with concrete
blocks under the rails joined by a thin piece of steel. I had
never known very much about this kind of track.
Apparently it's called 'Bibloc' track or biblock sleepers and
is French in origin. It is gradually being replaced by full
concrete sleepers but there is some still around.
In France a modernised form is used under the TGV high

Speed Trains.

These partial concrete sleepers apparently allow for a lighter
rail as well as being more flexible than the traditional
wooden sleepers.
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141206 outside Da Nang Station, May 2015.

